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On the golden savanna, where the grass danced in the warm
wind, lived a little lion cub named Leo. He had soft golden-tan
fur and big amber eyes that sparkled with curiosity. Around
one front leg, he wore a simple braided grass band. Leo loved
to explore, and every day he wondered what lay beyond the
tall grass. The savanna was full of surprises, and Leo was
ready to find them.




One morning, as Leo practiced his pouncing, he heard a
rustling sound. Out from the bushes came a chubby grey
elephant calf named Ellie. Her large floppy ears had pink inner
edges, and her small white tusks gleamed in the sun. She wore
a woven vine anklet on one back leg. Leo had never seen an
elephant before, and Ellie had never seen a lion. They stared
at each other, wide-eyed.




Leo spoke first. 'Hello! I'm Leo. Do you want to play?' Ellie
smiled, her dark eyes friendly. 'I'm Ellie. I'd love to play!' They
chased each other through the grass, laughed, and rolled in
the dust. From that day on, the lion cub and the elephant calf
were best friends. They met every morning near the old acacia
tree and shared their secrets and dreams.
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One hot afternoon, the sun beat down and the savanna turned
dry and dusty. The animals gathered at the usual watering
hole, but the water was low and muddy. "We need more water,'
said a worried zebra. Leo looked at Ellie. 'Maybe we can find a
new watering place,' he said. Ellie nodded. 'Let's go exploring!"
So the two friends set off across the savanna, hoping to find
water.



They walked for hours, past tall grass and thorny bushes. Leo's
small paws were hot on the dry earth, and Ellie's trunk
drooped with tiredness. But they didn't give up. 'Listen!' said
Ellie suddenly. She heard a soft splashing sound. They pushed
through a thicket and gasped. There, hidden behind a wall of
bushes, was a sparkling pool of cool, fresh water. 'We found it!'
cheered Leo.
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The watering place was like a secret garden. Clear water
bubbled from a spring and trickled into a wide pool. Shade
trees leaned over the water, and birds sang in the branches.
Leo and Ellie drank until their tummies were full. 'This is
wonderful,' sighed Ellie. 'But it's far from the other animals,'
said Leo. 'They are so thirsty. We can't keep this secret to
ourselves.'



Ellie nodded slowly. ‘You're right, Leo. But the path here is
hidden and hard to find. How will they get here?' Leo's amber
eyes sparkled. "We can show them! We can lead them here.'
Ellie smiled. 'That's a big job, but together we can do it.' They
decided to go back and tell everyone about the hidden water.
'Let's hurry before it gets dark,' said Ellie.
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Back at the old watering hole, the animals were hot and tired.
Leo called out, 'Friends! We found a hidden watering place
with cool, fresh water!' The animals looked up, surprised.
'‘Really? Where?' asked a giraffe. 'Follow us!' said Ellie. 'We'll

lead the way.' The animals hesitated, but hope flickered in
their eyes. 'We'll come,' said the zebra. 'Lead on!
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The journey was long and dusty. The smaller animals lagged
behind, and the sun was hot. Ellie used her strong trunk to
clear low branches from the path. Leo ran back and forth,
encouraging everyone. 'Not far now!' he called. But some
animals grew tired. 'l can't go on,' panted a little hare. 'Yes,
you can,' said Leo gently. 'We'll help you.'
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Ellie lifted the little hare onto her back and carried him. Leo
found a shady spot for the older animals to rest. 'We'll take
turns helping each other,' he said. The animals worked
together, and the path seemed easier. They crossed a small
stream and climbed a gentle hill. Finally, they heard the sound
of splashing water. "We're almost there!' shouted Leo with joy.
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They pushed through the thicket, and there it was—the hidden
watering place, sparkling in the afternoon sun. The animals
gasped with delight. 'Water!' they cried. They rushed to the
pool and drank the cool, fresh water. The zebra splashed
happily, and the giraffe bent her long neck to drink. Everyone
laughed and thanked Leo and Ellie. 'You saved us!' said the
hare.
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Leo and Ellie watched their friends drink and felt warm inside.
‘We couldn't have done it without each other,' said Leo. Ellie
wrapped her trunk around Leo's paw. 'And without all of us
working together,' she added. The animals rested in the shade,
sharing stories and laughter. The savanna felt like a happy
home again. '"This is the best day ever,' said a little bird.
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From that day on, the watering place became a gathering spot
for all the animals. They came from near and far to drink and
play. Leo and Ellie were proud of what they had done. 'Sharing
makes everything better,' said Leo. Ellie nodded. 'And friends
who respect each other can do great things.' They promised to
always help others and to keep their friendship strong.
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As the sun set over the savanna, the animals gathered around
a small fire. They sang songs and danced under the stars. Leo
and Ellie sat together, watching their friends. "You know,' said
Leo, 'I'm glad we met.' Ellie smiled. 'Me too. We make a good
team.' They knew that their friendship would last forever, built
on kindness and teamwork.




Every day, Leo and Ellie explored the savanna, but they always
returned to the hidden watering place. They helped other
animals find it and taught them to care for it. The savanna
became a place of friendship and sharing. "‘When we help
others,' said Ellie, '‘we all grow stronger.' Leo agreed. 'And our
friendship grows stronger too,' he said, his amber eyes
shining.

15



And so, the lion and the elephant lived happily on the magical
savanna. They learned that true friendship grows through
mutual respect and kindness. When friends work together and
share what they have, everyone benefits. And the hidden
watering place remained a symbol of their friendship, a cool
oasis where all animals were welcome. The end.
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