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Ruby loved her garden. It had tall sunflowers, a wobbly stone

path, and a little pond that went plip-plop when frogs jumped

in. One evening, when the sky turned pink and gold, Ruby saw

something move near the fence. A small, spiny creature

shuffled through the grass. Ruby gasped. "What is that?" she

whispered.
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Dad came and knelt beside her. "That's a hedgehog," he said

softly. "And look, there's a whole family!" Behind the first

hedgehog came three tiny babies, each no bigger than a plum.

Their little noses twitched as they snuffled through the leaves.

Ruby's eyes grew wide. "They're so cute!" she breathed. "Can I

play with them?"
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Dad shook his head gently. "Wild animals need quiet and

space, Ruby. If we get too close, they'll be scared." Ruby

nodded, but she felt a little sad. She wanted to hold one and

feel its soft tummy. Dad smiled. "We can watch from far away.

That's a kind of kindness too." Ruby sat very still on the grass,

her red rubber boots tucked under her.
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The hedgehogs didn't seem to notice Ruby at all. They snuffled

and waddled, poking their little snouts into the soil. The

biggest one—maybe the mum or dad—rolled a fallen apple

with its nose. The babies copied, tumbling over each other.

Ruby giggled behind her hand. "They're playing!" she

whispered. Dad nodded. "They're looking for food. Hedgehogs

love beetles and slugs."
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As the sun dipped lower, the garden grew shadowy and quiet.

Ruby watched the hedgehog family explore. They slipped

under the bushes and sniffed around the compost heap. One

baby got its head stuck in a leaf pile and wriggled out with a

sneeze. Ruby wanted to help, but she remembered Dad's

words. So she stayed still and watched. "They're so brave," she

whispered.
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Mum came out with a basket of laundry. She saw Ruby sitting

quietly and smiled. "You're being very patient," she said. Ruby

pointed to the hedgehogs. "They're wild, so I can't play with

them," she explained. "But I can watch." Mum sat down too.

"That's right. Wild animals need privacy, just like we do

sometimes." The hedgehogs snuffled on, unaware of their

audience.
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Ruby noticed something. The hedgehogs kept bumping into

the fence. The gaps were too small for them to pass through

easily. "Dad," she said, "the fence is blocking them." Dad came

over. "You're right. Hedgehogs need to roam at night to find

food. A small gap would help them." Ruby's eyes lit up. "Can

we make one?" Dad nodded. "Tomorrow, we'll make the garden

safer for them."
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That night, Ruby dreamed of hedgehogs. In the morning, she

ran outside in her mustard-yellow jacket. Dad was already

there with his toolbox. "Let's make a little doorway for our

spiny friends," he said. He carefully lifted a fence panel and

made a small arch at the bottom. Ruby clapped. "A hedgehog

door!" she cried. Dad grinned. "Just the right size."
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Mum came with a rake and a big smile. "I've been thinking,"

she said. "Hedgehogs need cozy places to sleep during the day.

Let's build them a nest." She piled leaves and twigs in a quiet

corner behind the shed. Ruby helped, carrying armfuls of dry

leaves. "This will be so snug," she said. Mum nodded. "And it's

far from the house, so they won't be disturbed."
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All afternoon, Ruby and her parents worked in the garden. Dad

fixed the fence gap, and Mum gathered more leaves for a

second nest under the bushes. Ruby found a small dish and

filled it with water. "For thirsty hedgehogs," she said. Dad

smiled. "You're a good friend to wildlife, Ruby." Ruby felt

proud. She couldn't wait for sunset.
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When evening came, Ruby sat on the back step, very still. The

sky turned orange and purple. She heard a rustle. Then

another. Out from under the bushes came the hedgehog family.

They paused, noses twitching. Ruby held her breath. The

biggest hedgehog snuffled toward the new gap in the fence. It

slipped through easily. The babies followed, one by one.
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Ruby wanted to cheer, but she stayed quiet. The hedgehogs

explored the garden, snuffling through the leaf piles Mum had

made. One baby curled up in the leaves and yawned. Ruby

smiled. "They like it," she whispered to Dad, who was watching

from the door. "You gave them a safe place," he said. "That's a

wonderful gift."
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The hedgehogs stayed for a while, then slipped back through

the fence gap into the night. Ruby felt happy and warm inside.

She hadn't held them or played with them, but she had helped

them. "Kindness isn't always about cuddles," she said softly.

Mum hugged her. "Sometimes it's about giving animals privacy

and letting wildlife stay wild." Ruby nodded. She understood.
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The next evening, Ruby watched again. This time, the

hedgehogs seemed less shy. They snuffled closer to the house,

but Ruby stayed on the step. She knew they needed space. Dad

brought out a book about hedgehogs, and they read together

in the fading light. Ruby learned that hedgehogs are nocturnal

—they sleep in the day and wake at night.

14



Weeks passed, and the hedgehogs became regular visitors.

Ruby named the biggest one Spike and the babies Pip, Pop,

and Peanut. She never tried to touch them, but she loved

watching them from afar. One evening, she saw Pip curl up in

the leaf pile and fall asleep. "Goodnight, Pip," she whispered.

The garden felt like a happy, secret world.
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Ruby learned that kindness sometimes means being quiet and

giving space. She felt proud of her hedgehog door and the

cozy nests. Her garden was now a safe place for wildlife. And

every sunset, she sat on the step, watching the spiny family

explore. "Wild animals need privacy," she told her friend at

school. "And that's a kind of love."
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