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In a sunny savanna, where acacia trees spread like umbrellas,

lived a big elephant named Eldon. He had soft blue-grey

wrinkled skin and large floppy ears with pink inner edges. His

small gentle dark eyes sparkled with kindness, and his white

curved tusks gleamed in the sun. Eldon loved to wander and

meet new friends, but sometimes he felt very lonely in the

wide, hot grassland.

1



One morning, as Eldon strolled near a muddy path, he heard a

tiny voice. 'Hello up there!' it said. Eldon looked down and saw

a small tortoise, about the size of a melon. The tortoise had a

mossy green and brown patterned shell, bright amber eyes,

and a friendly curved smile. On his head sat a tiny woven

straw hat with a red band. 'I'm Tilly,' said the tortoise. 'I'm

slow, but I notice everything.'
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Eldon chuckled. 'I'm big and fast, but I often miss the little

things,' he said. Tilly adjusted his straw hat. 'Then we make a

good pair,' he said. 'You can carry me to the watering hole, and

I can show you the best spots for shade.' Eldon's ears flapped

with joy. 'What a wonderful idea!' he trumpeted softly. And so,

a new friendship began under the warm savanna sun.
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Eldon knelt down, and Tilly climbed onto his broad back,

settling between the elephant's huge ears. 'Hold on tight!' said

Eldon. Tilly held onto the wrinkled skin with his sturdy legs.

They set off across the dry grass, past bushes and rocks. Tilly

pointed the way with his small rounded head, and Eldon

walked carefully so the tortoise wouldn't slip. The watering

hole was far, but together they made the journey fun.
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After a while, Tilly sighed. 'My legs are tired,' he said. 'I

cannot walk far, you know.' Eldon smiled. 'That's why you're

riding me!' he said. 'I can walk for miles and miles.' Tilly

patted the elephant's back. 'You are very kind,' he said. 'And

you are very clever,' said Eldon. 'I would never find the

watering hole without your directions.' They continued on,

happy in each other's company.
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Finally, they reached the watering hole. It was a shimmering

pool surrounded by thirsty animals. But the sun beat down

fiercely, and there was no shade anywhere. 'Oh dear,' said Tilly.

'Everyone looks so hot.' Eldon agreed. 'I wish I could help,' he

said. 'But I'm too big to hide under a bush.' Tilly's amber eyes

twinkled. 'Maybe being big is useful,' he said. 'Let's think.'
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Tilly looked around and noticed a fallen branch. 'Eldon,' he

said, 'can you push that branch into the ground?' Eldon pushed

the branch deep into the soft earth with his strong trunk. Then

Tilly asked him to do the same with two more branches. Soon,

three tall poles stood beside the water. 'Now what?' asked

Eldon. Tilly smiled. 'Now we need something to cover them,'

he said.
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Eldon looked at his own large floppy ears. 'My ears are big,' he

said. 'But they are attached to me!' Tilly laughed. 'Not your

ears,' he said. 'Look at those broad leaves over there.' He

pointed with his small head. 'We can weave them together to

make a roof.' Eldon gathered the leaves with his trunk and laid

them across the branches. The animals watched curiously as

the shady roof took shape.
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When the roof was finished, a cool shadow fell over the edge of

the watering hole. 'Come and rest!' called Tilly. One by one,

the animals crept into the shade. A giraffe bent her long neck,

a zebra kicked up his heels, and a family of rabbits hopped in.

'This is wonderful!' they said. Eldon beamed. 'Tilly thought of

it,' he said. 'I just did the heavy lifting.'
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From that day on, the watering hole became a gathering place.

Every afternoon, animals came to rest in the cool shade. Eldon

and Tilly sat together, watching their friends relax. 'You know,'

said Eldon, 'I used to think being big was the most important

thing. But your small ideas made a big difference.' Tilly

nodded. 'And your big strength made my small ideas possible,'

he said.
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One day, a young elephant named Ella came to the watering

hole. She looked sad. 'I'm too big to play with the little

animals,' she said. 'I always knock things over.' Tilly smiled.

'Being big is not everything,' he said. 'But it is something

special. You just need to find the right way to use it.' Eldon

nodded. 'I learned that from a small tortoise,' he said.
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Tilly climbed onto Eldon's back and whispered something in

his ear. Eldon trumpeted happily. 'Ella,' he said, 'would you like

to help us make the shade even bigger? We need someone tall

to reach the high branches.' Ella's eyes lit up. She stretched

her trunk and pulled down more leaves. Soon, the shady place

grew twice as large. 'I did it!' she cheered. 'You certainly did,'

said Tilly.
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As the sun began to set, the animals gathered under the leafy

roof. The giraffe told a story, the zebra danced, and the rabbits

played tag. Eldon and Tilly sat side by side, watching the

happy scene. 'Friendship is a funny thing,' said Eldon. 'It

works best when everyone brings what they have.' Tilly

adjusted his straw hat. 'And when we respect what others can

do,' he added.

13



From then on, Eldon and Tilly were inseparable. Eldon carried

Tilly wherever he wanted to go, and Tilly showed Eldon the

little wonders of the world: a beetle's shiny back, a flower's

sweet smell, a bird's hidden nest. And whenever the sun was

hot, they rested in the shade they had built together,

surrounded by friends. Being big was grand, and being small

was special, but being friends was the best of all.
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The watering hole became known as the Friendship Shade.

Animals came from far and wide to rest under its cool leaves.

Eldon and Tilly greeted each one with a smile. 'Come in, come

in!' they said. 'There's room for everyone.' And there always

was, because the shade kept growing, just like their

friendship. The elephant learned that being big is not

everything, and the tortoise learned that being small is special

too.
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And so, under the wide African sky, the elephant and the

tortoise proved that friendship respects different abilities.

Eldon's strength and Tilly's cleverness made a perfect pair.

They built a cool, shady place beside the water where all their

animal friends could relax. And if you ever visit that watering

hole, you might see them there: a big blue-grey elephant and a

small tortoise with a straw hat, the best of friends.
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