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Ethan was eight years old, small for his age, with warm brown

skin and short curly black hair. He had large dark brown eyes

and a round face with a gap-toothed smile. Freckles dotted his

nose. He wore a bright orange t-shirt with a lizard print and

blue denim shorts. In his pocket, he always kept a green

notebook. Ethan loved animals more than anything else in the

world.
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Ethan's best friend was Leo, a veiled chameleon. Leo was

bright green with turquoise and yellow bands. He had a tall

casque on his head and bulging turret eyes that moved

independently. His tail curled like a spiral, and his skin was

textured with scales. Leo lived in a glass terrarium with

branches, leaves, and a heat lamp. Ethan watched him every

single day.
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One morning, Ethan noticed something amazing. Leo was

bright green, but an hour later, he turned pale. Then he

became dark and spotted. "Why do you change colors, Leo?"

Ethan asked. Leo just blinked his turret eyes. Ethan pulled out

his green notebook and wrote: Leo's colors change. But why?

He decided to find out. This was the start of a big adventure in

learning.
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Ethan began to observe Leo closely. He wrote down the time

and Leo's color in his green notebook. In the morning, Leo was

pale green. After lunch, he was bright. In the evening, he

turned dark. Ethan also noticed that Leo changed color when

Ethan came near. "Are you happy to see me?" Ethan asked.

Leo puffed up his throat. Ethan wrote: Maybe colors show

feelings.
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Ethan wanted to know more, so he asked his mom. She said,

"Chameleons change color for many reasons. Let's look it up."

They read that chameleons change color to show feelings, to

hide, and to stay warm or cool. Ethan's eyes grew wide. "So

Leo's colors are like words!" he said. He wrote in his notebook:

Colors = feelings, hiding, temperature. This was a big clue.
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The next day, Ethan decided to test his idea. He put a green

leaf near Leo. Leo turned green and blended in. "You're

hiding!" Ethan laughed. Then Ethan played some soft music.

Leo turned bright turquoise and yellow. "You're happy!" Ethan

said. He wrote in his notebook: Green = hiding. Bright =

happy. Leo's colors were telling a story.
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Ethan also learned about temperature. He read that

chameleons need the right warmth to be healthy. If they get

too cold, they turn dark to soak up heat. If they get too hot,

they turn pale to reflect the sun. Ethan checked Leo's

terrarium. The heat lamp was on, and the temperature was

just right. He wrote: Temperature matters. Leo needs warmth.
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Ethan wanted to make sure Leo's habitat was perfect. He

added more branches for climbing and more leaves for hiding.

He checked the temperature every day with a small

thermometer. He misted the leaves with water so Leo could

drink. Leo seemed happier. His colors were bright and steady.

Ethan wrote: Good habitat = happy chameleon. He felt proud

of his work.
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One afternoon, Leo turned dark and stayed dark for a long

time. Ethan worried. "Are you too cold?" he asked. He checked

the thermometer. It was a little low. Ethan adjusted the heat

lamp. Slowly, Leo turned bright green again. "You were cold!"

Ethan said. He wrote: Dark = cold. Bright = warm. Leo's

colors were like a thermometer.
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Ethan shared his findings with his friend Maya. "Look, Leo

changes color to talk!" he said. Maya was amazed. "How do

you know?" she asked. Ethan showed her his green notebook.

"I watched and wrote everything down," he said. "Now I know

when Leo is happy, hiding, or cold." Maya smiled. "You're a

real scientist!" she said.
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Ethan realized that good animal care begins with

understanding biology. He learned that Leo's colors are not

just pretty—they are messages. He learned that the right

habitat and temperature keep Leo healthy. He learned to be

patient and to observe. "I want to be the best chameleon friend

ever," Ethan said. He wrote in his notebook: Understanding =

good care.
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Ethan decided to make a chart for Leo's terrarium. He drew

pictures of Leo in different colors and wrote what each color

meant. Green for hiding, bright for happy, dark for cold. He

hung the chart next to the terrarium. Now anyone who visited

could understand Leo too. Leo turned bright turquoise and

yellow. Ethan laughed. "You like it!" he said.
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From that day on, Ethan took even better care of Leo. He

checked the temperature twice a day. He made sure the

habitat was just right. He watched Leo's colors and responded

to his needs. Leo thrived. His colors were vibrant, and he

moved with energy. Ethan felt proud to be Leo's friend and

helper. He knew that understanding made all the difference.
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Ethan's green notebook was full of notes. He had learned so

much about chameleons. He knew that colors show feelings,

help them hide, and control temperature. He knew that a good

habitat keeps them healthy. And he knew that patience and

observation are the keys to animal care. "I'm glad I asked

why," Ethan said. Leo blinked his turret eyes. "You're

welcome," Ethan whispered.

14



Ethan's friends came to see Leo. They were amazed by his

colors. Ethan explained everything he had learned.

"Chameleons change color to talk," he said. "And they need the

right home to be happy." His friends listened carefully. They

asked questions, and Ethan answered. He felt proud to share

his knowledge. Leo turned bright green. Everyone smiled.

Ethan was a great teacher.
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Ethan learned that animal care begins with understanding

biology. He learned that observing and asking questions leads

to better care. He learned that Leo's colors are a language of

feelings, hiding, and temperature. Now Ethan is a proud

chameleon caretaker. He knows that Leo is happy and healthy.

And every day, he writes a new page in his green notebook.

The boy and the chameleon are best friends forever.
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